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Sir, 


Having  dnwn  upon  Cards,  Plans  of  the  following  Courles  in  HuP. 
bandry  for  my  own  Ufe  and  Infpedlion,  I flatter  myfelf  that  Copies  of 

them  may  entertain  you : They  are  therefore  prefente<l,  together  with  fuch 

Illuftrations  as  fo  concife  and  uncommon  a Form  may  require  on  a lirfl:  View. 
From  an  Opnion  that  fuch  Exhibitions  may  tend  to  corredl  our  Modes  of 
Farming,  by  leading  us  to  the  real  Improvements  that  fhall  yield  extenfive  and 
important  Advantages  to  the  great  landed  and  commercial  Interefts  of  thefe 
Countries,  in  Proportion  as  the  new  Principles  and  the  Pradtices  under  them  are  j 
known  and  adopted,  I am  induced  to  enlarge  the  Number  of  Copies,  by  Means 
of  the  Prefs. 

Although,  of  the  American  Courfes  and  Produfts,  only  thofe  of  Maryland  are 
exhibited  to  you,  yet  it  is  probable  thefe  will  very  fitly  anfwer  to  the  Courfes  and  j 
Produdls  of  Farms  in  fome  others  of  the  States:  Even  the  bell  Hufbandry  prac-  J 
tifed  in  America  may  be  greatly  improvexl  on  the  Principles  of  the  Norfolk  neiv 

Cidture. I would  juft  further  premife,  that  as  Brevity  Is  intended,  you 

are  not  to  expedl  herein  a complete  State  : Precifion  is  not  even  aimed  at  li 

in  the  Calculations,  as  being  needlefs  and  even  adverfe  to  fuch  general  Views. 

The  judicious  and  indefatigable  Mr.  Young,  to  whom  the  World  is  obliged 
for  the  moft  authentic  Particulars  of  the  Firft  Rate  Hufbandry  in  Europe,  has  afeer-'  , 

tained  that  289  Acres  are  the  average  Size  of  Farms  in  England-, of  which';; 

140  are  in  Grafs, the  remaining  149  are  called  Arable,  although  only  112  1 

of  them  give  Crops ; The  37  w'hich  make  up  the  Difference  contain  the  Build-jl 

A ings, 
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jngs,  'Garden,  Orchard,  Farm-Yard  with  its  Barn  and  Shelters,  and  a fmaB 
common  Field  : Thefe  37  Acres  are  in  one  "Word,  the  Homejlead.  The  prin- 
cipal Divifions  are  fo  near  to  equal  Parts  that  they  may  be  confidered  as  fuch, — 
half  Grafs,  half  Arable.  For  Ages  paft  the  Farms  in  England  have  been  di- 
vided between  Grafs-Fields  and  Arable,  nearly  in  the  above  Proportions, — — ■■ 
and  cultivated  moftly  as  follows ; 

In  the  English  common  Husbandry,  Grafs-Seeds  (not  Clover)  are  fown 
on  well  prepared  and  manured  Fields  : The  Grafs  is  preferred  with  great  Caig- 
and  Attention,  in  good  Condition  for  many  Years,  without  being  broken  up, 

A confiderable  Part  of  it  is  mowed ; The  Reft  is  pafturei,  Thefe  with  a 

Part  of  the  Straw  of  the  Crops,  maintain  Numbers  of  Live-Stockin  high  Plight, 
Much  of  the  Straw  is  ufed  for  Litters,,  to  the  Stock,  that  add  greatly  to  the 
Dun  gheap. 

The  Arable  is  cultivated  In  Fallou.\  JVheat^  Barley^  Oats  fom?  inferior 
Farmers  repeating  this  laft,  as  long  as  the  Land  will  bring  any  :■■■■■  *.Then 
again  it  is  fallov/ed  j and  fo  goes  on  with  the  like  Round  of  Crops,  as  long  is  the 
Grafs-Part  continues  unbroken  ; Thus  it  is  with  every  Field  in  its  Turn;  that 
is,  in  one  and  the  fame  Year  there  is  a Field  in  Fallow,  a Field  in  Wheat, 
another  in  Barley,  another  in  Oats;  four  Fields.  In  the  next  Year  what  was 

in  Wheat  is  now  in  Barley,  &c.’ —T'he  Farmer  fometimes  however,  in  lieu 

of  Oats  or  Barley,  will  have  Peas  and  Beans  in  one  of  the  Fields : As  this  is 
more  favourable  to  the  Soil,  it  is  a Courfe  preferred  in  the  following  Tables. 

It  matters  not  of  what  Shape  the  Farm  and  Its  Fields  are  ; —whatever  it  be, 

it  is  convenient  for  the  prefent  View  to  fuppofe  they  are  fquare  Fields  ranging 
thus : ) 


To 


35 

35 

35 

35 

28 

28 

28 

28 

37,  Homeftead  : 

r 5 } 

In  Grajs 


> » ♦ • 


II2 


Acfes. 

140 


In  Crops  t 
In  various  Ufes  37 


1; 


149 

aSg 


To  fimplify  tbe  View  of  the  Crop~ Fields.)  I fliall  now  lay  afide  tne  Giafs  and 
Homeftead,  thac  the  Courfes  in  the  Englijh  common  Hujbandry  may  be.  better  feen 
throughout  their  feveral  Changes. — r-— 

The  following  Table  is  of  a fingle  Field)  with  its  4 Years  Crops  : (2) 

>'o.  I. 

1781. 


3782. 


1783- 


1784. 


Barley 


In  this  Year  it  is  well  plowed  4 times,  harrowed  and  rolled 
often  as  necefFary.  It  brings  in  nothing  j but  it  is  fown  with 
Wheat  in  September  or  Odfober, 

It  this  Year  gives  24  Bufliels  of  XVheat  an  Acre  ; the  average 
Crop  throughout  England,  according  to  Mr.  Young's  Northern  ' 
Tour. 

In  February  thefe  are  fown  ; Product  23  Bulhels  an  Acre  ; 
Cleared  oiF  early  for  folding  Sheep.  Dung  is  carried  on  till  ^ 
the  Spring.  The  whole  is  manured  for  the  next  Crop,— ~it 
the  Manure  was  not  laid  on  the  Fallow. 

This  is  always  fown  in  the  Spring,  No  time  to  fov/  it 

fooner, becaufe  of  late  Harvefts  that  run  even  into  Odlo- 

ber, -and  great  Preparation  of  the  Grou.nd  for  Wheat, 
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A general  Table  of  the  four  Arable  Fields^  with  their  Courfes  four  Yean 
Crops : 


“No,  I.  2. 

4.  I 

1781. 

Fallow.  Wheat 

1 

1 Peas. 

!r  , ' 

Barley. 

1 1 

1782. 

Wheat : P. 

B. 

F.  :' 

1783. 

Peas  ; B. 

F. 

W.  : 

*784. 

Barley  : F. 

W. 

p.  : 

3 SP- 
o 

?o  uT  3 


c.  o- 

n> 

•-1 
ro 


or 
o 

o 

5:  -i  S-  ° « 

^ s-  ^ ?s  s, 

(/> 

'<  _ O — ' 

a 5 e s;’ 

I >-i 


'X  S-  2 
g-  m 


In  the  English  improved  Husbandry  of  Norfolk^  See.  the  fame  fizedj 
Farm,  289  Acre?,  may  have  the  fame  Quantity  of  37' Acres  in  Homeftead*;— ■ 

The  Reft  252  Acres,  is  divided  into  Fields  from  5 to  8 in  number,  ; 

■*  ' i 

A Table  of  one  Field  of  41  Acres,  with  its  fix  Years  Courfes,  follows  : i 

No  I.  ' 

This  Clover  was  fown  in  the  Spring  1780  on  Barley  j it; 

is  now  in  full  Vigor; -may  be  paftured,  or  cut  and' 

given  green  to  Horfes  and  Cows  in  their  Sheds,  or  mowed 
for  Hay. 


This  Year  alfo  it  may  he  mowed  for  Hay,  in  May;  then 
pafture  it,  or  fave  for  Seed.  Many  cut  their  Clover  twice 
in  the  Year,  for  Hay. 


It  is  now  three  Years  old.  May  again  be  mowed  for  Hay 
in  May:  7 hen  paftured  till  plowed  up  and  Wheat  fown  anc 
harrowed  in,  on  the  one  Flowing  only,  in  September, 


This  is  always  fown  on  Clover  juft  broken  up.  Norfolt 
average  Frodudt,  according  to  the  Southern  Tour.,  32  Bufhel; 
an  Acre. 

The  preparative  Flowings  are  three.  When  grov/ing,  h(5e( 
twice  and  thinned  greatly ; partly  fed  off  by  Sheep  folded  or 
them;  partly  drawn  for  Cattle.  In  lieu  of  Turneps  fonu 
prefer  Peas,  Beans  or  Potatoes,  according  to  the  Soil 
Average  value  of  their  Turneps  2,  12,  10  Sterling  an  Acre 
Not  a Weed  is  fuffered  to  grow  up. 

Always  fown  in  the  Spring.  Norfolk  Produ(51:40  Bufhel 
an  Acre. — All  Manure  is  laid  on  the  Turnep-Field  for  th 
Sake  of  the  Barley,  Clover  and  Wheat  in  Succeffion, 


1781. 


1782. 


17^3- 


1784. 


1785. 


1786. 


Clover 
42  a. 


Clover. 


Clover. 


Wheat. 


Turneps. 


Barley. 
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A General  1'a^le  of  the/x  Arahk  -«wHh  their  Courfes  oi  fix  Teart 

Crops : 


No.  r. 

2. 

3* 

4‘ 

ir- 

\ 

\ 

5. 

Z78I. 

Clover. 

Clover. 

Clover. 

Wheat. 

Turneps. 

Barley. 

I7S2. 

Clover, 

C. 

W. 

T. 

B. 

C 

27S3. 

Clover. 

W. 

T. 

B. 

c. 

e. 

S7S4. 

Wheat. 

T. 

B. 

C. 

r. 

c. 

3785. 

Turneps. 

B. 

C. 

c. 

c. 

w. 

I7S6. 

Barley. 

C. 

C. 

c. 

w. 

T. 

Fields. 


< 

O 63 

3 H 

3 X 

r? 

ilia's. 

B".  3‘ 

r,  aq 
=3“ 

tr  n 

- ffi 

o 

S.  g 

O Q. 

Et. 

EJ  2. 
,3  (V 
Vi  ^ 

SC? 


•t 

p pj 


nl- 

I 


The  great  Leading  Principles  in  thefe  improved  Courfes  are,——  I.  To  ieep 
the  Ground pulverifed^  open^  light  2.n^  mellow,- — - II.  To  keep  it  con/lantly  clean 

and  free  from  Weeds, III.  To  grow  an  Abundance  of  Food  for  a numerous 

Livefock, mi.  To  grow  Corn,,  on  Ground  in  perfeSily  clean  and  mellow  Con- 

dition^ after  meliorating  Crops  of  Clover,  Pulfe  or  Roots ; never  letting  Corn 

immediately  fucceed  Corn,-— nor  Pulfe  or  Roots  fucceed  their  Sorts, and 

V. 
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V.  Never  to  fpffer  the  Ground  to  v.’ESTy  otherwire  than  under  Clover,. 

that  Great  Meliorator,— that  only  Grafs  admitting  of  Wheat  to  be 

fown  on  it  to  Advantage  on  a fingle  Plowing  ! that  moft  excellent  Produft 

of  general  Ufe  for  all  Bealls, even  the  Hog\  to  which,  this  alone  of  all  the 

Species  of  Grafs,  is  very  greatly  adapted ! Thefe  Principles  form  a Syftem  that 
naturally  tends  to  the  Poprovement  of  each  and  Perfedlion  of  the  whole.-.  ■- 
They  combine  againP  noxious  Pejl^ —which  is  fo  injurious  to  tne  Soil. 

The  Syftem,  waung  againft  JVeeds  and  all  Coalefcence  or  fettling  and  binding 
of  the  Ground.,  wi'i  not  allow  the  Land  to  rest  : (4)  It  urges  You  to  per- 
petual Culture ; !)uti2g/?,  being  a Friend  to  Weeds  and  a Hardnefs  of  the 
Ground,  cannrc  belong  to  Culture  or  Improvement.  There  is  a ftrong  Ex- 
preflion  amoni  Hulbandmen,  of  Land  “untilling  itfelf  ” : they  apply  it  to  Ground 
that  has  beei  cultivated  and  afterwards  negledled,  fo  that  it  r<y?j,  fettles,  and  re- 
turns to  its  wonted  Hardnefs. 

It  is  obferved,  that  Variety  In  the  SuccelTion  of  Crops  is  beneficial  to  the 

Ground,  and  of  Courfe  to  the  Crops, -that  the  ufually  cultivated  Roots  and 

Pulfc;  as  well  as  Clover,  not  only  remarkably  clean  the  Soil,  but  they  withal  im- 
part a peculiar  Moifture  that  enriches  it ; therefore  they  are  better  than  the 
befc  plowed  Fallow  for  an  after  Crop,  as  Experience  proves: — ^ — Indeed  they 

are  called  indifferently,  Amelioratmg  or  Fallow-Crops  •, but  it  Is  always  with 

this  Provifo,  that  thofe  Roots  and  Pulfe  be  put  in  the  Ground  only  when  it  is  in 
good  Order,  and  that  they  be  perfectly  hoed  or  plowed  as  often  as  may  be. 
Turneps,  Potatoes,  and  Beans  In  particular,  are  reckoned  Eallow-Crops  only 
when  they  are  well  tilled.. 

It  Is  a ftriking  Proof  of  Superiority  In  the  Norfolk  improved  Hufbandry,  that 
though  its  Soil  is  a light  Loam  of  a Sandy  Caft,  and  therefore  not  naturally  the 
beft  for  Wheat,  it  gives  under  this  Turnep  Courfe  and  Marling  32  Bufhels  of 
Wheat  an  Acre  at  an  Average,  on  Land  letting  at  the  Time  of  the  Introduction 

B of 


of  thefe  Improvements,  for  only  5/  an  Acre ; ^ ^when  In  other  Counties 

(where  the  Farmers  have  not  as  yet  followed  the  Norfolk  Example)  the  Ground 
at  13/.  Rent  per  Acre  yields  but  24  Bufhels  of  Whe\t  at  an  Average  ; 

Farmers  are  not  confined  to  Turneps  for  their  meliorating,  cleaning,  or  Fal- 
low-Crop. The  People  of  Norfolk  prefer  that  Article bell:  fuiting  their  light 
Lands,.  Befides  Turneps,  there  are  Peasy  Bea>^  Buckwheaty 

all  excellent  Preparatives ! \ 
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The  Maryland  Farms  are  here  alfo  rated  at  289  Acres, — not  as  their  real 
average  Size,  which  may  be  only  about  240  or  250  Acres  exclufive  of  Woods, 
but  that  they  may  with  their  Produ£ts  be  better  compared  with  the  Englifh  Farms 
and  Products.  The  Horiejlead  Part  of  thefe  Farms  are  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  37 
Acres.  The  remaining  252  Acres  are  in  3 Fields  of  84  Acres  each.  (6) 


1781. 


No.  r. 


Maiz 
84  a. 


; 20,000  Hills  planted  in  April.  Produ£t  i 3-4  Barrels  per 

icoc 210  Barrels  or  1050  Buftiels  : About  12  Buftiels  an 

Jcre.  In  September,  Wheat  is  fown  on  this,  8-ioths  of  a 
Bufhel  per  Acre, 


1782. 


WheA 


In  this  Year  it  gives  7 1-2  for  i of  Seed, — —or  6 Bulhels 
per  Acre. 


1783- 


Reft 


It  this  Year,  from  all  Cultivation; —and  is  all  the 

while  labouring  under  Opprellion  from  exhaufting,  binding 
Weeds  and  Rubbifh,— -and  the  Hoof  that  beats  it  to  a dead 
Clofenefs. 


^ VJCiiciai  1 cil 

Crips  and  one  of  Relt ; 

LiiW  / U!  C 

' VVIU 

No.  r. 

2. 

3* 

00 

Maiz 

Wheat 

1782. 

Wheat 

M. 

00 

M. 

W. 

ee 

* « 

Field?. 


n 2- 
§ 

a Cj  o 
• o _ 


^ ^ ' 

» 

'-a 


a 
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FRODUCT 
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PRODUCT  of  one  Year’s  Crops, the  '^ngrifit  common  Courfes  : 

■Wheat,  28  ac. — Average  24  Bufhels,  672  at  6f.  6d\  - ^ 218  /.  Currency 

Peas,  28  - - - 23  - - 644  - 5/  V - 162^' 

Barley,  28  - - - 32  - - 900  - ^ _ 180 

\ 560. 

P R OD  U C T of  one  Y ear’s  Crops, the  Norfotkdmproved  Courfes  : 

Wheat,  42ac.  - - - 32  - - 1344  ~ bf.hd.  - \ 4^6 

Turneps,  42  - - - 2,  12,  10  Sterl.  an  y/rre,  CuV  188 

Barley,  42  - - .40  - 1680  - 4/  - - \336 

'^—960. 

\ 

PRODUCT  of  one  Year’s  Crops, the  Maryland  Owfes : 

Maiz,  84ac.  _ _ 12  - - 1050  - - - iSy 

Wheat,  84  - - - 6 - 520  - bf.  bd.  - - lyoX 

^O. 

Upon  a Suppofition  that  all  the  Peas  in  the  firft  Cafe,  ■ ■ all  th^Turneps 

in  tlie  Second,- — -and  all  the  Maiz  in  the  Third,  are  confumed  on  tht^arms ; 
and  that  all  the  other  Products  are  fold,  the  Income  of  each  Farm  may  l^nd  in 
thefe  Proportions : 

289  Acres,  tilled  in  the  Englijh  common  Courfes  - - £•  40O. 

289  -----  Norfolk  Courfes  - - - - 870 

289  - - Maryland  Courfes  - - - - 170 


* 


The  Aim,  in  thefe  Sketches,  has  been  to  exhibit  Facts- 


“that  open  a \ 


large  Field  for  Thought and  for  Converfation,— — " ■ on  a Subject  im^ 

mcnfely  hnporiant /———to  the  Landholder-^'  ' -and  to  the  Nation ! 

I am 


Maryland,  January  i,  1784. 
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NOTES,  &c. 


/"TTAHER  E may  be  more  of  Grafsland  m a Field  than  is  plonx.'aUe\  Pvocicy  and 
I broken  Groundj  give  good  Grafs,  although  they  are  unfuitable  for  the  Plow. 

When  the  28  Acre  FiePs,  that  are  in  Plowland,  are  to  be  turned  out  in  Grafs, 

and  the  35  Acre  Field’j  i*^  Grafs,  are  to  become  Arable,  we  reckon  thefe 

only  28  Acres  under  <eneral  Crop  Articles, as  were  the  former  Arable  Fields. 

2.  Four  Years  ‘rti/r  of  any  one  Field,  are  juft  what  the  four  Fields  bear  in  one 

Year.- Peas,  ^re  fometimes  on  the  fame  Field  at  once, as  are 

Oats,  Barley,  &c The  Courfes  are  very  various  in  the  Englifti  common  Huf- 

bandry  j it  • needlefs  to  give  more  than  the  Specimen  here. 

3.  It  ig'mpolFible  in  the  Norfolk  Hufbandry  that  the  Land  ftioiild  be  foul  or  ou4 
of  Heart  as  Years  it  gives  but  two  Crops  of  Corn.  Thefe  two  Crops  will  there- 
fore be  wo»l^  twice  the  Number  as  ufually  taken;  and  inftead  of  the  ufelefs  ExpencC 
of  Fallow  Years,  very  beneficial  Crops  for  the  Food  of  Cattle  v/ill  be  had.  It  is  by 
Means  o ''this  Courfe  of  Crops  that  we  fee  in  Norfolk,  upon  Dry-Sands,  great  Stocks 

of  all  Ss'ts  of  Cattle  kept, and  Rows  of  Hay-Stacks  more  like  a Town  than  a Farm- 

Yard.  Debar  a Norfolk  Farmer  from  a Turnep-Hoe,  and  from  Clover and  all 

the 'V'onders  of  Hufbandry  that  have  been  performed  in  that  County  would  at  once  fink 
to  nf^bing.”  Young.  Rey-Grafs  was  mentioned  with  the  Clover ; but  it  is  now  faid 
to  D rather  binding  with  its  fibrous  Roots. 

4,  It  is  not  meant  but  that  Soil,  after  a great  Number  of  Years  of  Reft,  might  ae- 
(oire  fome  Improvement  from  the  Atmofphere  or  rotting  of  Vegetables ; but  it  would 
ae  too  trifling  to  weigh  againft  the  numerous  and  heavy  Lofies  the  Farmer  mult  ex- 
perience from  the  Eflfetds  of  fuch  a Dereliition  of  his  Fields. The  incidental  Reft  in 

acquiring  Clover  is  not  injurious  ; the  Advantages  flowing  from  the  Acquifition  of 
Clover  drowning  every  ill  Effefl  from  the  mere  Reft  or  Time  loft.  But,  look  to  the 

Courfes  in  Page  11  : There  at  once  you  are  ftruck  with  the  naked,  ruinous, 

untilling  Reft  that  muft  mar  all  good  Hufbandry — it  is  the  Reft  meant  in  the  preceding 

Pages, -:he  Reft,  that  through  mere  hereditary  Habit  we  Farmers  bright  in 

giving  to  our  Fields. 

5.  Whether  Buck-wheat  be  ranked  amongft  the  Corns  or  not,  by  Farmers, it  is 

not  reckoned  among  Exhauftmg-Crops.  Very  juicy  Plants  with  little  of  Root  are 
accounted  ameliorating,  and  it  is  thought  they  receive  much  of  their  Nouriftiment 
from  the  Atmofphere,  The  Buckwheat,  and  the  Pea  and  Bean  Plants  are  very  juicy, 

their 
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their  Pvoots  are  trifling  — the  fame  of  the  Po\^toe-PIant,— — its  Branches  and 

Leaves  are  very  juicy, its  Roots  few  and  fmall  : — ^the  bulbous  Part  not  meant, 

as  rather  retaining  than  giving  Nourilhment, ^it  is  tre  Fruit. 

6.  The  Word  is  applicable  to  any  of  the  grains  that  are  the  Bafis  of 

Bread ; and  thcfe,  amongft  others,  are  Wheat,  Rye,  BarW  Oats,  Mai^  or  Indian- 
Corn.  Whilfl:  this  laft  was  the  only  Corn  of  the  Country,  and  we  were  to  ourfelves, 
but  little  known  abroad,  there  wanted  no  Dillinttion  : But  iW  that  we  grow  Corn  of 
all  thoje  Sorts,  and  have  Commerce  with  Foreign  Countries,  \ is  Time  we  ."hould  ule 

the  proper  diftinguilhing  Names  of  it, and  not  continue\o  apply  the  Term  only 

to  Indian  Corn,  as  if  we  had  no  other.  It  is  true,  we  underftail^  one  another  ; 

but  are  we  to  have  no  Regard  to  Propriety  ? Maiz,  is  the  osty  Monofyllable  ex- 

preflive  of  '’’■Indian-Corn,  Spanijh-Corn,  or  Turkey  Corn^^ dltinguitliing  it  from 

other  Corns.  Thofe  Names  for  the  fame  Corn,  imply  the  commonyfe  of  it  in  Ame- 
rica, Spain  and  Turkey.  P.  Lafitau,  who  fpeaks  of  it  under  thoy  feveral  Names, 
fays,  it  is  the  comirron  Food  of  all  the  Indians  from  the  Bottom  of  to  the  Ex- 
tremity of  Canada. 

7.  In  the  Maryland  Courfes,  the  great  Exhauflers  Maiz  and  Wheat, an  Iii-« 

termiflion  of  eighteen  Months  of  Reft,  conftantly  follow  each  other  : what  is 

this  Reft  ! barely  a momentary  Cell'ation  from  uninterrupted  Courfes  of  »xhaufting 

Corn-Crops.  No  help  is  given  to  the  Refting-Ground  ; it  runs  into  Weedsa^j  Trath, 

with  here  and  there  a diminutive  Sprig  of  fomething  like  Grafs ’tis  calle<  Grafs. 

1 he  Ground  thus  refting  from  all  Culture  and  AJftftance,  is  in  the  whole  Time  p^ched, 

trodden,  coarpafted  and  deadened  ; inftead  of  being  opened  and  enlivened  ky\meU~ 

Orating  Culture  and  Manures  between  the  exhaufting  Corn-Crops. TroddeiVand 

condenfed and  Corn  on  Corn what  can  be  expetled  of  Land  Jo  t^d ! 

For  a Reformation,  which  is  become  highly  neceirary,  let  us  conlult  thofe  who  Rye 

feen  better  Hulbandry; they  are  in  every  Neighbourhood: We  tliall  \e 

alTuied  among  other  Particulars,  that  Dung  and  other  Manures  with  good  Fallows 
kept  the  Englilh  Soil  under  its  common  Hulbandry  for  Ages  pafl:  in  great  Repute.  Bun 

let  us  not  mitlake, it  is  not  a Scrap  heie  and  there  dropt  from  Hidebound  EeaftsA 

h wever  numerous,  that  can  give  this  Dung  : Nor  are  we  to  pofTefs  it  until  we\ 

have  a great  Proportion  oj  Grass  in  mo'vjuble  Condition-  • - Grass  is  the  great  Bafts  ' 
oft  L arming  troaudis : it  gives  Dung  ; Dung  gives  Vigor  to  the  Earththat  gives  all 

Things  ! We  may  alfo  conlult  the  new  Practices  of  Norfolk  ; which,  beyond 

the  Engliili  cimmon  Hulbandry,  have  vailly  improved  the  Agriculture  of  that  Country, 

by  the  fpiined  Application  of  Marl  as  a Manure,  l>y  laying  afide  C ropleJs-Fallonus, 

ufing  inilead  thereof  ameliorating  proftiakle  Crops,  that  when  fully  cultivated  prepare  and 
keep  the  Ground  better  than  the  old  Fallows  did,— —and  by  Rifting  only  on  manured 
Lto-ver, 


Thofe 
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Thofe  who  would  form  Eftima'es  of  the  general  average  Crops  of  the  Country,  ought 
to  exclude  all  Idea  of  their  own  Crops.  When  our  own  are  the  Subjetf,  we  are  apt  to 
fpeak  or  think  of  the  great  H ts  ; thefe  flatter  us,  and  we  fear  to  fall  below  others. 
We  ought  to  look  around,  fai  and  near,  taking  into  the  Mind  all  Sizes  and  Qualities 

of  Crops  throughout  the  Neithbourhood  and  County  ; then  of  the  other  old  Conn- 

. Taking  Care  to  irclude  the  worll  as  well  as  the  beft  Crop-Years, the 

worft  and  beft  of  Farms  anc  Farming, and  fmall  Farms  with  the  Great.  When 

I have  alked  the  Opinion  (f  Farmers  concerning  the  general  average  Piodud  of  Wheat 
on  the  Eajitrn  Shore  (tb^  Maryland  part  of  the  Peninfula)  they  have  declared  that 
whatever  is  faid  of  parti-tilar  Farms  or  of  extraordinary  good  Years,  they  were  of  Opi- 
nion it  is  rather  under-han  over  fix  Buiheis  an  taking  all  Fat  ms  and  Seafons  to- 
gether,  not  one  exceeded  this;  though  fome  have  gone  below  it,  even  to  y 

Buthels  of  Wheat  pe  and  one  and  a half  Barrels  of  Maiz  per  thouiand  Hdls  on  an 

Average.  I had  brttre  made  an  Eftimate,  thus: The  general  extreme  D'ftances 

of  planting  Maiz,  from  5 by  5 Feet  to  6 by  6 : The  Medium  is  j i-z  by  5 1-2, 
or  5 by  6,  equal‘s  1450  Cornhills  per  yVcn’.  The  Medium  Number  of  Cornhills  to 

the  Buftiel  of  1800, which  is  at  the  Race  of  8 loths  of  a Biilhel  or 

6 i-Z  Gallons  Increafe  on  the  Seed  at  7 1-2  for  i (which  perhaps  is 

rather  overra-^)  equal  to  6 Bufliels  an  ^cre-  Fraflions  and  fmall  Sums  are  often 
unnoticed  ipthis  Sort  of  Calculations.  The  Proportions  of  Seed-Wheat  are  various 
over  the  C*^*^*^*'^  » depending  on  the  Qiiality  of  the  Lands,  and  alfo  on  the  Habits  of 
the  The  heavieft  Crop  of  Wheat  that  I have  feen  growing,  was  from 

26  Bufti‘®  of  Soed  fown  on  40  acres  of  rich  Fallow  in  Baltimore  County equal 

to  6 1-  lOths  or  5 1-2  Gallons  per  Acre.  The  Acres,  the  Bufhels,  and  all  Meafures 
fpokeiof  3bove,  are  according  to  the  Englifti  Statutes  ; excepting  our  Budiel Ufey 
•whic  been  enlarged  to  near  i 40th  more  than  our  State  Standard^,  which  is  ac- 
cor»os  to  the  Statute  Winchefter  Meafure. 


^ ^ ^ ^ 
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A SYSTEM  ofFered  for  Cojki£>ERATiON  : With 
an  Estimate  of  the  Produ^is  of  its  Crops. 


No.  r. 


1731. 

1782. 


Clover! 

31  a. 


Clover 


Acres. 

3i 

31 


w m 


5783. • Clover 

31 

^ A 

40  \ 

“\  • m 

37S4.  .Wheat 

31  - 

at  20  Bufliels 

“ <>20  ■■ 

\ 

<5/  <?</.  - ''1^0 

\ 

1785.  : Potat. 
* 

31 

“ loo 

- Sooo  - 

r/.  - isi 

1786.  ■ Maiz 

3t 

“ 30 

- 900  - 

3/  - 130 

3787.;  Peas 

31 

- 25  - 

- 8*00  - 

5/  - 200 

3788.:  Barley 

31 

- 20  » 

- 620  - 

4/*  “ 120 

252 

Ufed  on  the  Farm,  the  Clover,  Potatoes  and  Maiz, 

Currency 

130. 


Thofe  Articles  fed  off,  give  Meat  to  Market 


Income  j^.(5oo. 

And  they  further  give,  together  v/ith  Litter  from  the  Wheat^Straw,  Barley- 

Straw,  Pea-Haum,  Potatoe-Haura  and  Corn-Stalks,  much  of  Farmyard  Manure, — — - 
the  prime  Jewel  of  a Farm  ! 

* Although  Potatoes  are  very  valuable,  yet  there  is  no  Crop  more  tedious  to  gather  j 
The  Farmer,  therefore,  will  have  this  Field  in  other  meliorating  Articles  together  with 
Potatoes,  as  he  pleafes— — — any  Article,  provided  he  preferves  the  Principles  of  the 
gyftem. 
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The  aforegoing  Table  is  one  of  eight  Fields,  of  a fuppofed  Farm  of  289  Acres 
under  Fence  clear  of  Words;  with  a Homeftead  of  37  Acres,  which  is  to 
be  dedudled,  and  leaves  252  Acres  to  be  divided  into  the  8 Fields  as  above. 
T.'he  Income  of  this  is  to  tie  Income  of  the  former  Maryland  Courfes  of  Crops, 
as  600  to  170.  If  you  ptafe.  You  may  allow  only  one  half  of  the  Produdls  of 
this  Table  ;———ftiIl  i^will  be  fuperior,  as  300  to  170: is  it  not  how- 
ever as  reafonable ^nd  even  more  fo to  increafe  the  Produdls  of  this 

New  Syftem,  fo  as  to  fquare  with  the  Englifh  Common  Hulbandry 

Products, that  i'24  of  Wheat, 32  of  Barley the  Cultivation  being 

fuperior,  and  acceding  to  the  Principles  of  the  important  Improvements  in 
Norfolk,  Suffolk ‘Hd  Effex. 

It  is  prefumer  Dollars  an  Acre  for  well  manured  mowable  Clover  muft 

be  thouo-ht  cheap,  even  under  an  indifferent  Application  of  it; that 

Wheat,  wh‘‘  Fields  of  mellowed  Land,  muft  yield  greatly,  (why  not 

as  much  r Englifh  common  Hufbandry, or  even  the  Norfolk 

Improve'®*^*-®  0 ' t^hat  the  Potatoes  may  be  expedled  to  give  a 

larger  rodudl  than  100  Bufhels,  when  the  Average  Crops  in  England 

are  “J?  Bulhels  an  Acre:*—— .the  Value  Indeed  w'ill  depend  on  the 

T^^ppCation  of  them. “It  fhould  be  obferved,  fays  Mr.  Youngs  Potatoes  are 

« eery  where  confidered  as  an  excellent  Fallow-Crep^  greatly  ameliorating  the 
a joil  and  preparing  in  every  RefpeV  for  Wheat  in  particular,  or  for  any  other 
uGralnina  very  fuperior  Manner.*  It  Is  extremely  evident  from  the  pre- 
• ceding  Faiis-^  that  their  Culture  is  uncommonly  Profitable.  In  numerous 
“ Places  I was  affured,  they  made  more  by  Potatoes  than  by  any  other  Crop. 
“ The  Price  of  them  is  various,  at  if.  6d.  (equal  to  2/  6d.  Currency)  a Buftiel, 
« the  average  Produdl  is  above  ,^28.  {£.^6  Currency)  an  Acre;  but  if.  bd.  is 

« a low  Price.. They  are  applied  to  feeding  Cattle  of  all  Sorts  and  fattening 

« them.  No  Food  is  better  for  Hogs.” In  Ireland  he  was  affured,  that 

C 18 

=*  In  Maryland  we  cannot  well  fow  Wheat  after  Potatoes  fo  late  as  Oftober  or 
Novsmber,  as  in  England,  b^cauf?  of  the  Probability  that  it  would  take  the  Ruft. 


1 8 Bufiiels  of  Potatoes  and  3 of  Oats  fatten  thei\Hogs  of  two  Hundred  Weight 

(224/^.;  in  two  Months: Thefe  are  large  I^gs  that  will  take  two  Barrels 

of  Maiz  to  fatten  each,  equal  to  10  Bufliels.  At\his  Rate  two  Bulhels  of  Po- 
tatoe  Food  is  nearly  equal  to  one  of  Corn.  But  t^  do  not  gather  their  Pota- 
toes in  ivet  Seafons,  and  throw  them  any  how,  Z)/rt \nd  all,  to  their  Stock. 

Surely  the  giving  them  clean  and  parboiled^  with  Salt,  Vmft  render  them  a pre- 
ferable Food  to  i^«7t{;-Potatoes  with  Mud  and  Dirt  ftickng  to  them  and  thrown 

out  quite  Raw  into  a filthy  Pen. This  indeed  is  Ving  particular,  but  I 

am  led  to  quote  the  Paliages,.  as  there  are  Farmers  who  filing  that  a Bulhel  of 
Potatoes  is  not  equal,  as  Food,  to  a Bufhel  of  Maiz,  th^fore  conclude  the 

Plant  is  much  inferior -nay  that  it  is  not  worth  cultivatingL -without  con- 

fidering  that  whilft  we  make  only  12  Bufhels  of  Maiz  on  an  and  with 

half  the  Labour  100  of  Potatoes,  if  three  or  four  Bufhels  of  \)tatoes  are  but 

equal  to  one  of  Maiz,  it  ftill  may  be  more  than  twice  as  profitah^ con 

fidering  withal  how  the  one  is  laboured  and  harrafles  and  exhault  Land, 
whilft  the  other  with  a Third  of  the  Labour  improves  the  Soil  for  Crop 

more  than  thebeft  plowed  Fallow.  This  is  not  fpeaking  at  Bandnm  jg 

from  eftablifhed  FaSis,  familiar  in  another  Country ; and  the  Pradlife  where 

familiar  is  eafy — ’tis  profitable  too  and  pleafant  to  the  good  Hufbandmat - 

It  is  to  be  noted  of  this  Potatoe-Field  (in  the  propofed  New  SyftemJ  and^  the 
Pea  and  Barley-Fields  alfo,  that  although  in  the  above  Table  only  one  Allele 
of  Crop  is  mentioned  for  each  Year  (for  avoiding  Confufion)  that  yet  he 
Farmer  will  fometimes  have  with  the  Potatoes,  a Part  of  the  Field  in  ’Turnep. 

Buckwheat,  ISc. ^tvith  the  Peas,  a Part  in  Beans -and  with  the  Barley,  \ 

Part  in  Oats.- -Soils  unfuitable  to  Barley  will  be  fowed  with  Rye  or  Oats  : 

It  is  from  this  Confideration  that  the  Barley  Produdl  is  eftimated,  above,  at 
only  20  Bufhels,  the  fame  as  the  Wheat,  when  it  ufually  is  1-3  more ; but  Oats 

are  cheap, their  Produft  and  Quality  much  inferior  in  our  hot  Climate  j 

altogether  it  is  the  moft  trifling  of  our  Grains.  The  Maiz,  at  30  Bufhels 

an  Acre,  is  equal  to  four  Barrels  per  thoufand  Hills  on  this  highly  cultivated  and 

maiwred 
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manured  Field.  Doaor  EUio  of  New-England,  deceafed,  avers  to  90  Bu&e!^ 

of  Indian-Corn  per  Acre,  that  Country.* The  Peas  meant,  are 

the  Indian  or  Negroe-Peas.  It  is  probable.  Country  Beans  will  prove  better  in 
laro-e  Crops  than  thofe  Pea,  becaufe  tliey  are  not  fo  liable  to  be  damaged  in  a 

wet  Harveft. 

To  effedt  this  RevfLition  in  Farming,  it  may  be  well  to  begin  with  laying  off 
from  our  prefent  Fie^s  Portion  every  Tear^  and  lay  on  it  all  poflible  Scrapings 
of  Duno-  and  other  ‘danures,  at  the  fame  Time  that  it  is  frequently  plowed,  and 

drefled  as  perfeSf  c ^ Garden  \ then  fow  it  with  Barley  or  Oats,  rather  thin  ; 

and  fow  Qover  this  for  the  Principal  Crop ; if  you  can,  before  the  Froft 

is  gone  in  the 

Occurrin  Difficulties  may  poffibly  infect  us  with  Oppofition  to  this  as  to 
other  pror^'^^^  in  Farming  ; Improvement  implies  new  Labour — ■ 

and  it  irP^ic®  the  putting  me  “ out  of  my  Way.  ” If  fome  of  the  Difficulties 

be  rea’  others  are  but  the  Suggeftions  of  old  Habits.- —A  Propenfity  to 

j-aife  difficulties  rather  than  to  overcome  them, to  adhere  to  Habits  how- 

ever-r^'oneous,  rather  than  to  corredt  them  or  feek  better  Pradlices,  very  much 
j-etrds  Improvements  in  Hufbandry.  “ It  is  hard  for  a Man  to  depart  from 
<c  ne  Way  he  was  trained  in,”  faid  a wife  Man. 

It  may  be  faid,  eight  Fields  inftead  of  three  multiply  Fences,  and  Timber  is 
fcarce; — where  fhall  I get  it? — Barley,  Potatoe,  and  Pea  Fields  increafe  Plow- 
ing and  Labour j — have  I not  enough  of  thefe  already? My  Land  is  worn 

out ; — where  fhall  I procure  Manures  to  rellore  it,  for  yielding  thofe  Fields  of 
Clover  ? 


There 

Thefe  90  Bufliels  there,  are  but  4;  in  Maryland  : The  fingle  Buihel  of  Corn 

in  Ears  being  a Bufhel  of  Corn  in  N«>v  England  ; when  we  allow  a double  Bufhel  in 
£ar!  for  a Bufljel  of  Corn. 
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There  will  indeed  be  an  Increafe  of  Fences ; b\t  not  great  as  may  b«  appro- 
hended  at  firft  Thought ; The  Boundary  Lines  oft^  Farm  muft  in  all  Cafes  be 
fenced;  and  Crofs  Fences  for  the  Fields  of  Maiz,  Vheat  and  Reft,  muft  be  had 
in  the  prefent  Courfes  : So  that  the  whole  additional  Vences  are  the  Difference 
between  thefe  and  when  in  eight  Fields,  Surely  the  Vreafe  of  Proftts  hereby 
will  afford  to  pay  for  them.  \ 

Barley,  Potatoes  and  Peas,  a^  additional  Crops  to  Maj^nd  Wheat,  will  in- 
creafe Labour  and  Plowing  : but  neither  will  this  Increafe  be\t:hePj.opQj.t.jQj^yQ^ 
fufpedt.  The  Fields  reduced  from  8o  to  30  Acres,  in  a thoV^d  Years  offuch 
Courfes  of  Hufbandry,  can  never  become  untilled  or  coalefce^  they  are  always , 
in  fuch  light,  mellow,  clean  Condition,  that  Plows  and  the 

firft,  will  pafs  through  them  with  the  Eafe  and  Speed  as  on  our  qj.  fourth. 
Plowing  of  Maiz  Fields,  when  the  Plowman  is  obliged  to  take  his^g  and  quick 
Steps,  in  order  to  keep  Pace  with  the  Horfes.  Thefe  Fields  ma)\e  plowed, 
once  for  Wheat,  once  for  Barley,  once  for  Potatoes ; in  all  thrice  3c  equal  to 
90  Acres,  fo  fnellow  altogether  the  Labour  and  Time  therein  areli^g  more 
than  a half  that  an  80  Acre  Field  of  Maiz  would  require  on  its  firft  orf^cond 
Plowing  in  the  Spring,  after  eighteen  Months  of  Reft  and  “ untilling  i%lf.’» 
The  Potatoes  and  Peas  are  then  twice  horfehoed  with  a Shim,  that  goes  ^ee 
between  the  Rows  with  one  Horfe.  The  30  Acres  of  Maiz  (inftead  of 
arc  to  be  once  or  twice  plowed,  and  then  harrowed  with  Colts  foot  Harrows,  ^ 
Ihimmed,  twice  or  thrice  ; which  will  be  fufficient  for  Ground  that  was  mellov 
and  clean,  from  the  Inftant  of  planting  the  Maiz,  as  it  was  left  by  the  previous 
amelioratina;  Culture. 

With  every  Exertion  and  all  poftible  Speed,  the  new  Fields,  as,  they  are 
divided  off,  are  to  be  reftored  from  their  exhaufted  State,  by  means  of  many  Fal- 
low-Flowings, and  the  Cowpen,  Sheepfold,  Farmyard,  Rich  Mould  from  Bot- 
toms, Rich  Earths  or  Marls,  Afh-Heaps,  &c.  that  will  demand  a Number 
of  Two-Ox-Carts,  and  veryfpirited  Exertions  ! 

Though 

<P 
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Thouo-h,  inthefe  newCoirfes,  the  Crops  are  more  numerous,  yet  the  Fields 
arefmall,  and  the  very  Cir^umftance  of  Variety  gives  lefs  of  Hurry,  though, 
fomewhat  more  of  Attention  and  Employment: —Will  not  the  Profits  richly 
pay  for  the  Change  ? B-^des,  our  Lands  are  thus  reftored  and  enriched  fo  as 
to  give  to  the  Induftrio^  and  the  Provident  the  beft  human  Affurance  of  a. 
threefold  perpetual  Plenty* 

The  Divifions  optir  Farms,  of  whatever  Size,  may  be  thus : The  Homeftead 
1-20  or  1-30  of  B whole  : Eight  Crop-fields,  containing  each  1-8  of  the  Re- 
mainder of  the  F '^’  Example:  the  Homeftead  1-25  of  289  Acres,  is  12  Acres  j 
the  Remalnder'77  Acres,  in  8 equal  Crop-fields,  give  34  acres  to  each.  A 
Farm  of  100  ^^1  have  4 for  a Homeftead,  and  12  for  each  of  8 Fields. — » 

But,  will  a accuftomed  to  the  hereditary  Habit  of  tending  30  Acres  of 
Maiz,  fink-^^®  Culture  of  only  12,  on  the  very  fame  Farm  where  his  An- 
ceftors  ar  himfelf  had  hitherto  fiipported  their  Families  by  the  former  Courfe  ? 

links  I fee  the  Farmer  ftiocked  at  the  Propofal  of  giving  up  the  Cul- 
ture of  Field  of  30  Acres  of  Indian  Corn  for  one  of  12  ; — —Nor  can  he  ever 
Jq  until  he  heartily  condemns  the  old  ruinous  Courfes  of  F arming,  and  be- 
PQjvo  a Convert  to  the  evident  Truths  eftabliftied  of  the  highly  improved  Huf- 
|,af.ry  in  other  Countries.  They  are  very  plain  Truths,  eafily  received  by 
;t}-ie  who  are  not  already  rivetted  to  mere  Cuftoms  and  Habits  of  adling  and 
unking.— He  muft,  indeed,  have  fome  Genius— great  Boldnefs,  and  even  En- 
.hufiafm,  who  goes  at  once  into  the  Change  : But,  after  a while,  when  we  have 
familiarized  the  once  monftrous  Idea,  by  frequent  Converfations  and  Refieefions, 
we  may  happily  take  to  the  better  Pradlices,— built  on  the  highly  approved  Prin- 
ciples of  the  new  Courfes  in  the  Hufbandry  of  Norfolk,  Suffolk  and  Ellex  5— 

lamenting  withal,  the  having  deferred  it  fo  long  ! 

Mr.  Young’s  Works,— his  Collection  of  undoubted  Fa^s,  have  chiefly 
convinced  me  that  thofe  improved  Courfes  are  practicable— and  wonderfully  pro- 
fitable!—But  every  Man  has  his  Talent  it  is  not  mine  to  move  Overfeers 
beyond  the  poor  Aim  of  making  a Shev/  in  Indian  Corn : a favorite  Idea  with 
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tnoU  Farmers  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  that  engrojk  their  Attention  from  other 
valuable  Objedls  in  Hulbandry.  It  indeed  is  a fine  Wn  that  has  been  the  chief 
Means  of  exhaufting  our  Soil,  fo  that  now  the  Farrry  does  not  always  make 
enough  of  it  to  carry  him  through  the  Year  : We,  hc^ever,  go  on  in  ftrivino- 
to  accomplifh  it  in  the  old  beaten  Courfe,  fubjedting  alkther  Crops  as  fecon- 
dary  to  it.  I know  a young  Farmer,  who  daring  to  mVg  out  of  the  beaten 
Track,  is  making  moft  promifmg  Improvements  on  a Fak  previoufly  ruined 
by  a Tenant.  He  is  judicious,  provident,  and  well  qual'fiWoi- pj-oducing  fo- 
lid  Advantages,  He  continues  to  growMaiz  in  its  Turn ; ^ it  is  not  fuffered 
to  encroach  upon  his  Great  Work  of fubdividing  his  Fields  ^'^^ejloring  his  Soil. 
It  is  faid,  however,  “ he  buys  Corn  !” — and  are  there  not  Perfc^  having  Farms 
not  hurt  by  Tenants  who  alfo  “ buy  Corn,”  without  having  a'^oit’s  Worth 
of  Improvement  to  fhewin  Return, — to  apologize  for  the  Wanto,^  fyjj  Quan- 
tity of  this  particular  Article? — Goon,  worthy  Farmer  ! — ft'®'\thefe  good 
People  an  Example  that  at  fome  future  Day  will  be  followed,  to  theSj-gat  En-^ 
richment  of  the  Landholder^  and  the  State  ! 
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